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U.S. “Fall ing Apart and Fall ing Be hind”
Be cause of In fra struc ture
New Bipartisan Report Sug gests Steps U.S. Should Take to Remain Com pet i tive

A new report from the Build ing Amer ica’s
Future Edu ca tional Fund (a bipar ti san
coali tion of elected offi cials) says “Wash -
ing ton has been on auto-pilot for the last
half-cen tury” when it comes to trans por ta -
tion pol icy. The report argues the United
States is los ing ground to for eign com pet i -
tors because of this ail ing infra struc ture.

Further Study Finds Red Light Run ning Cam eras Reduce Crashes
Lat est Research in Texas Backs Pre vi ous Stud ies of Red Light Cam era Effec tive ness

A new study by the Texas Trans por ta tion
Insti tute-Cen ter for Trans por ta tion Safety
(TTI-CTS) is the lat est research to indi cate
red light cam eras are effec tive in help ing to 
reduce the num ber of crashes at inter sec -
tions where they have been installed.

Research ers at TTI-CTS exam ined
crash records from the 275 inter sec tions in
Texas where cam eras were in place. The
research was lim ited to Texas, but the
study of more than 11,000 crash records is
one of the most exten sive stud ies to be
done in the nation.

The study com pared crash fre quen cies
at inter sec tions in inter vals of one, two and
three years before and after instal la tion of
the red light run ning cam eras. Dur ing the
study period, research ers found the total
num ber of crashes at those inter sec tions
dropped by 633, which rep re sented an 11
per  cent  decl ine s ta te  wide.  Red
light-related crashes were down by 25 per -
cent. Right-angle crashes are the most
severe type of crash, and they were down

by 32 percent.
Acci dent rates stayed down over time.

The study found a 23 per cent drop in acci -
dent rates from one year before to one year
after the cam eras were oper a tional. The
two-year com par i son revealed a drop of 27 
per cent, and the decline was 21 per cent
over three years.

Research ers also looked at the type of
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The report, enti tled “Build ing Amer -
ica’s Future – Fall ing Apart and Fall ing
Behind,” says Amer ica’s infra struc ture
was a key rea son the nation became an eco -
nomic super power, but it says many of the
deci sions on which the sys tem is based are
now a half-cen tury old. Mean while, many
of  the nat ion’s  global  eco nomic

com pet i tors have been pour ing money and
tech nol ogy into build ing trans por ta tion
sys tems for the 21st century.

Build ing Amer ica’s Future Edu ca tional 
Fund is a bipar ti san coali tion of state and
local elected offi cials from across the
nation “ded i cated to bring ing about a new
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road way inter sec tions using cam eras.
They found declines in acci dent rates on all 
types of road ways, includ ing busi ness/pri -
mary roads, farm-to-mar ket roads, inter -
state access roads, state high ways and U.S.
highways.

Crit ics of red light cam eras often accuse 
gov ern ments of using the cam eras more as
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U.S. “Fall ing Apart and Fall ing Be hind” Be cause of
In fra struc ture
era of U.S. in vest ment in in fra struc ture.”

Their stated goal is to en hance the na tion’s

“pros per ity and qual ity of life.” They say

for eign com pet i tors will pass the U.S. by

un less sig nif i cant changes are made in the

course and di rec tion of trans por ta tion pol -

icy.

The re port finds a num ber of cur rent

prob lems that are im pact ing U.S. pros per -

ity and qual ify of life. It says eco nomic

gate ways and cor ri dors are op er at ing over

ca pac ity which re sults in an ad di tional cost

of $200 bil lion a year. It finds that pas sen -

ger trans por ta tion sys tems are bur dened

with costly con ges tion and in creas ing

travel times for pas sen gers. It says the na -

tion is pay ing an en vi ron men tal, po lit i cal

and eco nomic price be cause the trans por -

ta tion sys tem still re lies pri mar ily on gas o -

line. In ad di tion, it notes the U.S. has the

world’s worst air traf fic con ges tion and

uses a ra dar-based air traffic control

system developed in the 1950s.

By con trast, gov ern ments in the Eu ro -

pean Un ion and na tions such as China,

Can ada and Aus tra lia have been mak ing

“un prec e dented na tional in vest ments” in

their trans por ta tion in fra struc ture as part of 

their plans “to pro mote eco nomic growth

through in fra struc ture.” These coun tries

are in vest ing in “intermodal freight fa cil i -

ties and strategic cor ri dors," while build -

ing high-speed rail sys tems.

To stay com pet i tive in the 21st cen tury

econ omy, the re port out lines spe cific steps

the fed eral gov ern ment should take to

jump-start the economy.

First, the Fund says the U.S. must “de -

velop a na tional in fra struc ture strat egy for

the next de cade that makes choices based

on eco nom ics, not pol i tics.” It says the na -

tion needs a 10-year plan that should fo cus

on trans por ta tion but con sider such in fra -

struc ture chal lenges as wa ter and the

electric grid.

It puts a price tag of at least $200 bil lion

a year on the plan but ar gues that kind of in -

vest ment could cre ate nearly 5 mil lion jobs 

for the next de cade in sec tors such as con -

struc tion and the pro duc tion of raw ma te ri -

als. The re port says the in vest ment would

cre ate nearly half of the 12.5 mil lion jobs

needed to re vive the U.S. economy.

Sec ond, the re port urges pas sage of a

six-year trans por ta tion bill de signed to

help the U.S. com pete in the 21st cen tury

global econ omy. It ar gues it’s time to move

be yond trans por ta tion bills that dis trib ute

funds “based on ar chaic for mu las and po -

lit i cal ex pe di ency” to a plan that “sets clear

pri or i ties and makes hard choices based on

in creas ing eco nomic re turn and mo bil ity

while re duc ing congestion and pollution.”

The re port says the na tion needs to fo -

cus on pro jects that will yield re sults. It

cites ex am ples such as a Next Gen avi a tion

sys tem, high-speed rail in key trans por ta -

tion cor ri dors, freight rail, pub lic tran sit

and main te nance for “our crum bling trans -

por ta tion network.”

Third, the re port says the U.S. needs to

be “both in no va tive and re al is tic about how 

to pay.” The Fund pro poses a Na tional In -

fra struc ture Bank that can be used to le ver -

age pri vate dol lars and in vest in the “best

big pro jects” span ning state bound aries or

en com pass ing “mul ti  ple  modes of

transportation.”

To fi nance these pro jects, the re port

sug gests that once the U.S. econ omy im -

proves, it may be time to raise the fed eral

gas tax and in dex it to in fla tion. It also pro -

poses Wash ing ton take a look at rev e -

nue-gen er a tors such as “con ges tion pric -

ing, car bon auc tions, fees based on miles

trav eled or re serves built into capital

budgets.”

Fi nally, the re port says it’s time to “pro -

mote ac count abil ity and in no va tion.” It

says Wash ing ton should set clear fund ing

cri te ria and use com pet i tive grants to en -

cour age in no va tion at the state and lo cal

level. It also rec om mends stream lin ing the

pro ject de liv ery pro cess to get pro jects

started quickly and au dit ing pro jects care -

fully to make sure they’re be ing com pleted

on time and working as promised.

The Build ing Amer ica’s Fu ture Ed u ca -

tional Fund was founded by for mer Gov -

er nor Ed ward Rendell of Penn syl va nia,

for mer Gov er nor Ar nold Schwarzenegger 

of Cal i for nia, and Mayor Mi chael

Bloomberg of New York, BAF Ed Fund

boasts a po lit i cally di verse mem ber ship of 

state and lo cal elected of fi cials from

across the na tion. BAF Ed Fund seeks to

ad vance a new na tional vi sion for

infrastructure investment that strengthens

our cit ies and ru ral com mu ni ties, and fo -

cuses on eco nomic growth, global com -

pet i tive ness, job cre ation, and en vi ron -

men tal sustainability. In ad di tion, the fund 

em braces a wide def i ni tion of in fra struc -

ture—from roads and bridges to wa ter and 

sewer sys tems, en ergy sys tems, buses,

trains, ports, air ports, lev ees, dams,

schools, and housing.

For more in for ma tion, please see the

full re port at:

http://www.bafuture.com/sites/default/fil

es/Report_0.pdf.
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